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Every municipality in Slovenia is striving for the prosperity of its ENERGETSKO UEINKOVITE TEHNOLOGUE IN POSTOPK VOONIK . 3
local economy. One of the key economic factors of the long-term B L T T

directions of the municipality development is by all means its .

energy policy and planning of the energy policy. Municipal Energy ﬁﬁ!ﬂﬁﬁufﬂﬁ'ﬁﬂiﬁﬁiﬂ&‘!A
Program is a study, which represents a concept of the municipality
development program in the field of energy use and energy supply,
what is compulsory for all municipalities in Slovenia under the
Energy Law.

Preparation of the MEP (right picture) covers the total estimation of
different feasible scenarios from energy development of one
municipality or more municipalities all together, as well as it
estimates possibilities for their medium-term and short-term
implementation. All this enables the preparation as of the
investment and organisational measures, so the breakthrough of
the energy and cost efficient solutions, which help to reduce the
energy consumption, to diminish adverse impacts on the
environment and energy costs, to decrease the needed means from
the municipality budget.

Beside this, it is necessary to devote one’s attention to the analysis

of the local energy sources exploitation (renewable energy sources MUNICIPAL ENERGY PROGRAM
above all) and to husbandry with energy in public buildings. Ministry

of the Environment and Spatial Planning of the Republic of Managing the project of the MEP
Slovenia, Sector for Efficient Energy Use and Renewable Energy composition and implementation
Sources, has subsidized the MEP preparation for up to 50 % in

compliance with the Contract between the municipality and the

organisation, who develops the MEP.

Furthermore, the Municipal Energy Program is intended for awareness raising and to well-inform of all the
energy users, as well as for the measure preparation in the field of rational energy use and new energy
solutions initiation.
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European and Slovenian enerqy politics:

Challenges of sustainable development, environment protection and radical |
diminishing of climate changes could be found also in the field of the local
energy, when we speak about fundamental improvement of energy efficiency &
and thus to reduce the fossil fuel usage, increasing the use of renewable
energy sources at the same time. Those are also the core tasks of the N
developed world, where we are the part of.

Nevertheless, the worldwide major problem is still the rapid warming of the
Earth’s surface and related climate changes as a result of the greenhouse gas
expansion, which keep the warmth in atmosphere. And, if we wish to stop this | ! LL bl b .. M,
expansion that threatening our civilization, we should reduce the actual Chimney stacks...
greenhouse gas emissions at least up to 3/4 till the year 2050. Likewise
Slovenia is ready to diminish its energy intensity without to denounce the
quality of life. In any case, the changes in major energy politics, ways of
treatment and in people’s heads are expected on all the global, national and
local levels.

The European Union with its policy in this field is striving to be the leading
global power by the development of measures and strategies preventing the
climate changes. Being a member country of the EU, Slovenia is also bounded
to reach the following targets, such as: reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions, increase of rational energy use (RUE) and renewable energy
sources (RES). To reach these targets the European Commission is applying
numerous programs. A number of development and environment opportunities
are spreading among the local communities, so that they could perceive and
critically estimate those opportunities. Positively, the Municipal Energy
Program in Slovenia is one of the radical documents for perceiving and
estimation of those opportunities.

How we started:

The legitimate framework of the energy policy we received in the year 1996 by the adoption of the
Resolution on Energy Use and Energy Supply Strategy in Slovenia (in slo. - ReSROE). This
Resolution in compliance with the energy policy of EU was oriented to the market and included the
reliability of energy supply, assigning the decisions about the communal energy development to regional
organs according to the Law on local autonomy (in slo. - ZLS-UPB1.: Official gazette of RS  100/05).

Every municipality independently attends to its local duties of public interest, which are determined by the
general legal municipality act, or by the law. Inter alia, the municipality attends to the planning of its spatial
development, in the frame of its competence it regulates, manages and provide the local public services
(gas and heat distribution), provides for the preservation of air, land, water sources, of collection and
dumping of wastes, it regulates and maintenance its water and energy communal objects. In this way the
individual municipalities are paying regard to their own specific conditions and objectives, as well as they
set up solutions, which should be in compliance with the Resolution. This requirement determinates also by
the Energy Law (in slo. - EZ: Official gazette RS, 3t. 51/04) and by the Resolution on National Energy
Program (in slo. - ReNEP: Official gazette RS, §t. 57/04), where the last one replaced the ReSROE. The
term Municipal Energy Program that was used in the Resolution has been substituted by the new technical
term Local Energy Concept used in the Energy Law.




Obligations of the local authorities:

According to the Article 17 of the Energy Law an organization, who
develops the MEP, and a local authority (hereinafter - LA) should plan the

scope of energy consumption and methods of energy supply. Actually, LAs }

should adopt the Local Energy Concept (hereinafter - LEC) at least for -

the next 5 years. The methodology and the obligatory contents of the LEC SRS

are prescribed by the Energy Minister of the Republic of Slovenia (see the

picture on page 1), who also ratifies the uniformity of the LEC with the

general energy policy. LAs should bring all those documents into line with LOKALNI

the National Energy Program and Energy Policy of the Republic of ENE‘;%EES‘(‘,‘D‘;?\NN%‘EPT

Slovenia.

Likewise, LAs should bring their Spatial and other development plans into
line with the National Energy Program. LAs are responsible to
implementing the programs of RES and RUE on the basis of their
elaborated LECs (on the right). Under condition that the LEC is
accomplished, LAs have the right to obtain the state subsidies for the
further implementation of their LEC’s programs.

Local Energy Concept contains:

Analysis of the existing situation  in the field of energy use and energy supply. Such analysis lays
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special stress upon public buildings, where should preliminary energy audit be executed, which are
the basis for the estimations of the measures for the costs reduction. On the groundwork of this
analysis some possible future concepts of energy supply could be suggested later on with respect
to the major effectiveness of energy use by all the users (housekeepings, industry, trade, public
buildings etc.).

Feasibility of the local renewable energy sources exploitation, which increases the security of
heat and electrical energy supply in a municipality. The proposed projects simultaneously bring the
reduction of GHG emissions and environmental contamination. If the collected data is available in
this phase, the first analyses of technical feasibility and economy projects eligibility could be offered
here.

Agreed objectives in the energy field in a municipality. Such objectives have already been
accurately and also quantitatively specified, so that it could enable monitoring of effectiveness by
the selected projects implementation. All this is defined in compliance with the Resolution on the
National Energy Program and at the same time it makes possible the long-term development of a
municipality in the energy field.

Action plan, which includes activities or projects, which enable to reach the agreed objectives in
the energy field.

Time schedule, which introduces the indicative time allocation of the projects implementation (it
shows the suggested »tempo« for the project packages implementation arranged in time lines).

Objectives of the local energy concept:

Rational use of energy in all the fields,

Increase and fostering of the local renewable energy sources initiation (wood biomass, solar energy
and etc.),

Reduction of the environmental contamination,

Promotion of cogeneration (CHP) initiation,

Fostering of biomass district heating (BDH) initiation,

Substitution of fossil fuels with renewable energy sources,




Reduction of final energy use,

Establishing of energy audits in public and residential buildings,

Establishing of energy bookkeeping and energy management for public buildings,
Reduction of energy use in wide-ranges, in industry and transport sectors,
Establishing of energy advisory services, information and education.

Current situation in Slovenia (Pomurje region):

On the basis of the Energy Law all municipalities in Slovenia are
obliged to prepare their Local Energy Concepts: city
municipalities — till January 1%, 2009; the other municipalities — till
January 1%, 2011.

There are 27 municipalities in the Pomurje region. For the time
being 25 municipalities have already adopted their LECs, where
18 of them were elaborated by the Local Energy Agency Pomurje
(from the year 2005 till the year 2009), who is at one time an
Energy Manager for 3 MODEL pilot cities (Cankova, Moravske
Toplice and Puconci).

One of the rest municipalities of Pomurje, Ljutomer municipality, is currently under the consideration to
develop their LEC. And the last single municipality, Apa e, being recently a part of Gornja Radgona
municipality, has to develop a new LEC till January 1%, 2011.

Legislative background. Taking into account the achieved results by the preparation and adoption of
Local Energy Concepts in the Pomurje region we could state that the local policy of the region is following-
up the strategic goals not only by the National Energy Program of the Republic of Slovenia, but principally
pursuing the energy policy of the EU.

Social background. The very Local Energy Concept we consider as a process of acquaintance and
education of citizens about possibilities and ecological carrying of energy capacity on local level and their
incorporation into the LEC elaboration and implementation. It becomes real to save up to 15 % of energy
without greater investment contributions only by changing the individuals’ customs and behaviors.

Economy background. The guidelines from 25 elaborated LECs are enabling optimal improvements of
energy situation in the Pomurje municipalities, namely by reduction of energy use, energy costs in public
buildings (up to 10 %), decreasing the environmental contamination and thus the retrenchment of the
needed means from the municipality budget, as well as the increasing of the local energy sources
exploitation (renewable energy sources above all).

The crucial role in this field is to persuade the local authorities in the strategic importance of the approach,
elaboration, adoption and implementation of the very Local Energy Concept, to receive their active support
of all the needed preparation of the LEC, which is after all also the benefit for the local population.
Essentially, LEC is playing a significant role for a particular municipality, where it is considered as an
important instrument by planning the strategy of the municipal energy policy, which methods could easily
realize the adjusted solution for rational, cost-effective and environment-friendly energy services in
housekeepings, enterprises and public institutions.
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Development Agency Sinergija is a non-profit organization established in 1998 for the entrepreneurship
promotion and coordination of the economic and spiritual development in countryside. Development
Agency Sinergija is:

the initiator for establishment of the Local Energy Agency (LEA) Pomurje in Moravske Toplice
municipality;

the initiator for establishment of the Slovenian Energy Sustainable Municipalities network (SESaM);
is a holder of the BISE process in Slovenia;

Sinergija is involved in the implementation of several RES & RUE projects on the national and
European level, such as: BIOBUSINESS, MODEL, PRO.MOTION, RESINBUIL, PROBIO, BELIEF,
EPOMM-PLUS, T-JAM.

Razvojna agencija Sinergija, d.o.o.

Kranj eva ul. 3,

S1-9226 Moravske Toplice, Slovenia

Tel.: ++386 (0)2 538 1350

sinergija@ra-sinergija.si

www.ra-sinergija.si

Contact person: Bojan Vogrin i

Position: Director

Organization: LEA Pomurje

Address: Martjanci 36, Martjanci,
S1-9221, Slovenija

Tel: +386 (0)2 538 1354

Fax: +386 (0)2 538 1355

E-mail: bojan@Ilea-pomurje.si

Web: www.lea-pomurje.si

This case study was prepared by Development Agency Sinergija as a part of the MODEL project, which is supported
by the European Commission (DG TREN — EACI Agency) under the IEE Programme as well as by ADEME, the
French energy management agency.

The sole responsibility for the content of this Shining Example lies with the authors. It does not represent the opinion
of the Community. The European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be made of the information
contained therein.

Project Official With the support of:
Coordinator partner

and




